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the market is there.

One of the things that -- that GMO proponents
will say is that they are giving us a product that
will be more valuable that will save agricultural
land and not to be developed, to keep it green and
stuff like that.

Well, the thing is, is that these companies,

they're -- they're speaking on the profits of
their -- of what they're building up for themselves.
They're not speaking on -- on -- on what the

benefits the farmers are going to have from the
land.

The farmers are really the ones who
experieﬁce and know how to —-- to build up the soil
and these seeds. I don't see them as building up
soil. I see them as just growing on soil that is
continually fertilized with chemical industrial
agriculture.

These companies monopolize the chemical
fertilizer market. They've monopolized the
genetically modified seed market. They have an
interest in pushing a particular agenda and how they
see 1t as where to grow.

And to me, I feel like I am what I eat and so

if —— if I'm just a profit from what théy're feeding
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me and how I grow up, my mind's going to be
affected, and I can't feel that I have
self-determination if I'm Being affected by the
foods I'm eating and I have no choice on those
foods, what I eat.

So it's important for Maui -- Maui people and
people in Hawaii to —-- to wake up and see how we've
been =-- been pushed arocund by these -- these
companies that are coming in.

Linda Lingle went to Iraqg recently, and I
think we need to have some -- some representatives
go to the headquarters of these corporations.
They're foreign corporations. They're not from
Hawaii. We need to send delegates to their
headquarters and find out what are their real
interests and do we really want them here.

Can they prove to us that they're -- they're
creating safe conditions for us here? And that's
what a regulatory board would do, is provide, make
sure that that information is provided to the Hawaii
people and Mauians.

And I think -- and that, I'd like to say
support this, and I hope you pass the Resolution and
move it forward and -- and take a step towards

organic seed production because Hawaii can be a
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center for this sort of market. If we have a place
where there's organic seed, there's going to be more
demand for it. Thank you.

JOHNSON: Thank you very much, David. Are there any
questions for the testifier? Seeing none. The next
testifier will be Dot Buck followed by Mr. Ralph

Johansen.

BUCK: Hello, everyone, and thank you, Chairman

Johnson, for having us here today, and thank you all
for coming and spending your valuable time to listen
to this and to be here for the testimony for this
Resolution.

I really appreciate the time that you all put
in as legislators. I know it's a big job and a lot
of stress and time, and I really appreciate the time
you all put in.

I'm here today to speak in favor of the
Resolution. I'm here to say —-- to speak as an
individual. Although I am a member of GMO Free Maui
and I am a Member of the Sierra Club, I'm speaking
for myself today.

One of the things I wanted to mention,
although I didn't submit written testimony, I do
have handouts that I can supply for the Council

people.
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One of the things that I got from -- off the
net from the Star Bulletin is about DuPont and Dow
Chemical Company. And this is from the Star
Bulletin, December of 2002.

And it states that the EPA opened its case
after inséecting the facilities in March. The
Agency found that Pioneer had planted experimental
corn too clcocse to other crops.

The EPA found that Dow did not have
appropriate border zones or windbreaks that
contained experimental insect-resistant corn. The
fear is that genetically modified crops will
cross-pollinate with nearby crops.

Seed corn is a 32,000 -- 32 million industry
in the islands and growing according to the -- and
growing according to the Hawaii Agriculture
Statistics Services.

And these were -- these were plots that were
on Kauai. There's also plots on Molokai where there
has been some research done and some concerns about
the -- the border zones that haven't been planned
correctly.

Hawaii is one of the most diverse, as other
people have talked about, growing seasons. ~ The

seasons are long. We have the most diverse crops.
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We have the most diverse genétically biological
substances here. We have the most endangered
species. 1It's something that we really need to
think about.

I also wanted to talk about also another
quote from the -- from the Star Bulletin. The EPA
has, for the first time, considered action against
biotech companies conducting geo -- genetically
modified field trials. Letters about violations
were sent last week to Pioneer, Hybrid, and
Microgene Seeds, a unit of Dow AgriScience.

The crops are grown in Pioneer Hybrid
research stations on Kauai and the Dow AgriScience
facilities on Molokai. This is our islands. This
is what -- they're using our islands to test us.
They're using us as guinea pigs because they really
don't know the outcome of this.

I only have two more that I'd like to read.
The last -- the second -- the third one is from
the -- the BBC, the British Broadcasting News. And
it's about Indians, farmers targeting Monsanto in
India. More than 40 farmers ransacked the corporate
founder Bangalore Facility on Thursday after staging
noisy demonstrations.

They were protesting after more than 70
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farmers committed suicide in the region in the last
three months. Their deaths are being blamed on
debt, drought, and on the introduction of Monsanto's
genetically modified crops.

Their deaths are being -- according to
eyewitnesses, the farmers were on the rampage in the
former Monsanto Research Center located in India's
top science facility, the Indian Institute of
Science.

They damaged furniture and windows and
shouted slogans demanding Monsanto close down its
operations. These people in India are like the
breadbasket of the East. They've been growing for
years, and they've been so upset and so polluted by
the -- the forcing of Monsanto of these seeds upon
them that they've committed suicide. That's not
right. I don't want to see that happening with what
we have here on Maui and on Molokai and in Hawaii.

The lést part I'd like to read is from --
which was also quoted by Ms. Pearl -- is from Robert
Kennedy. He talks about how the EPA had told many
businesses who returned to New York City after the
September 11 that the air was good, that it was okay
to continue business in New York City.

Well, the EPA later was found out to be
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wrong. A lot of times, scientists and
representatives tell us one thing, but we find out
something later that is different. We found that
out about (inaudible). I think you guys are all
on -- around to find about (inaudible). They've
told us that about asbestos.

The precautionary principle, especially when
it affects our food supply, our biology, our
children, our genetics, really has to be looked at
as something that we need to have a lot of evidence
for -- before we move forward, and it's not to be
done for profits.

And this is a quote from Robert Kennedy, Jr.,
in a speech that he gave. Science, like theology,
reveals transcendent truth about a changing world.
At their best, scientists are moral individuals
whose business is to seek the truth.

Over the past two decades, industry --
industry and conservative think tanks have invested
millions of dollars to corrupt science. They
distort the truth about tobacco, pesticides, ozone
depletion, dioxins, acid rain, and global warming in
their attempt to undermine the credible base for

public action by positioning that all opinions are

'political driven; and therefore, anyone is as true
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as any other.
They also undermine the belief and the
integrity of the scientific process. I believe in

science, you know. I'm an educated person. I went
to high school. I was able to graduate from the
University of Hawaii. Science is very important.
It's given us a lot of good.

It saved my life. It saved a lot of people's
lives. I don't want it to be used and manipulated
at corporate -- as corporate interest to exploit the
people of Hawaii, our food supply, and the
businesses that we can offer.

We can offer organic foods. We can offer
conventional foods. We don't need to have
genetically modified testing. So my position is to
support this resolution and to keep any testing
that's done within the laboratories.

I don't believe it -- it really can't be
open-air testing. We don't have enough information.
And people need to be aware. There needs to be
labeling. They need to know what they're eating.
They need to have regulatory boards so that
scientists can study this without the pressure of
commitment to grants or moneys going into the

university. Thank you very much.
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CHAIR JOHNSON: Thank you very much, Dot. Any questions

of the testifier? Seeing none, Mr. Ralph Johansen,
and he'll be followed by our final testifier, Erin

Rolfe.

MR. JOHANSEN: Good afternoon. My name is Ralph Johansen.

I have lived on Maul for about ten years. I'm a
retired attorney in California. I'm a member of the
Sierra Club, and I'm the Co-Chair of their GMO
Committee.

I'm not speaking here on behalf of the Sierra
Club because I haven't vetted what I'm going to say
with -- with the Sierra Club. I'm speaking on my
own behalf.

But I've submitted as part of my testimony
excerpts from a book by Jeffrey M. Smith called
"Seeds of Deception,” and I hope that you will look
at that.

It's page referenced to the book, the
assertions in the -- in the printout, and his book
is meticulously documented. And I'm no scientist.

I read that book. It raised the hair on my head. I
recommend everyone read that book.

I'm speaking here specifically in support of
the resolution to compel some kind of local

monitoring on what's taking place on our island. By

RALPH ROSENBERG COURT REPORTERS, INC.
(808) 524-2090



PA 3/4/04

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

60

the way, Jeffrey Smith is a member of the Sierra
Club. He's a member of the National Sierra Club GMO
Committee so the book that he has written has, to
ﬁhat extent, the -- the force and effect of -- of
the Sierra Club national body.

I -- I -- just a personal note. I -- I --1I
think about six or seven years ago, I -- I read the
Foreign Press on line, and I ran across an article,
I think it was in the -- either the Guardian or the
Independent of London, about a man, a scientist up
in Scotland who had been commissioned, delegated to
study the effects of GMO.

And he came up with some very startling
information. And as I remember the article, he --
it -- it had to do with lesions on mice as a result
of ingestion of the DNA of -- I think it was corn --
no, potatoes. I'm corrected.

And he took this information to his superior,
and his superior was alarmed. And a few days went
by and suddenly, he found that his research was
being questioned. He was told to shut up, and no
peer review was going to be permitted.

And the head of the institution got a call
from someone in Prime Minister Blair's office, and

he was relieved of his duties. This really raised
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questions in my mind. What's going on here? And
until I joined —-- became active in the Sierra Club
-- I've been é member for years; but two years ago,
I became active.

I read the material that the national body
has put out on GMO. The Sierra Club is a -- is a
very large -- it's the largest conservation
organization in the country, maybe in the world. It
has thousands of members. It doesn't take positions
lightly.

They have put out something that I
distributed, which is called, "The Policies and
Guidelines on GMO Testing and Production," and I
urge you to take a look at that, particularly pages
1, 2, and 3, which have to do with monitoring,
primarily.

I'd like to just take us through this very
short two-page testimony that I've distributed
having to do with the dangers of genetically
modified foods.

The biotech industry claims that the Food and
Drug Administration has thoroughly evaluated GM
foods and found them safe. This is untrue. I'm
quoting from -- from Jeffrey Smith's book.

Internal FDA documents made public from a
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lawsuit reveal that agency scientists warn that GM
foods might create toxins, allergies, nutritional
problems, and new diseases that might be difficult
to identify.

Although they urge their superiors to require
long-term tests on each GM variety prior to
approval, the political appointees at the agency,
including a former attorney from Monsanto, ignored
the scientists.

Official policy claims that the foods are no
different and do not require safety testing are
questioned. A manufacturer can introduce a GM food
without even informing the government or consumers.
A January, 2001, report from an expert panel at the
Royal Society of Canada said it was scientifibally
unjustifiable to presume that GM foods are safe.

Likewise, a 2002 report by the UK Royal
Society said that genetic modification could lead to
unpredicted harmful changes in the nutritional state
of foods and recommended that potential health
effects of GM foods be rigorously researched before
being fed to pregnant or breast-feeding women,
elderly people, those suffering from chronic
disease, and babies.

How could the government approve dangerous
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foods? A close examination reveals that industry,
manipulation, and political collusion, not sound
science, was the driving force. Government
employees who complained have been harassed,
stripped of responsibilities, or fired.

Scientists have been threatened. Evidence
has been stolen. Data has been omitted or
distorted. Some regulators even claim they were
offered bribes to approve a GM product. There are
only ten published animal feeding studies on the
health effects of GM's foods. Only two of these are
independent studies.

One study showed evidence of damage to the
immune system and vital organs and a potentially
precancerous condition. When the scientists tried
to alert the public about these alarming
discoveries, he lost his job and was threatened
with -- silenced with threats of a lawsuit.

Two other studies also showed evidence of a
potentially precancerous condition. The other seven
studies, which were superficial in design, were not
designed to identify these details.

In an unpublished study -- this is the one I
referred to in Scotland -- laboratory rats fed a GM

crop developed stomach lesions, and 7 of the 40 died
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within two weeks. The crop was subsequently
approved without further testiﬁg.

Many industry studies appear to be rigged to
find no problems. In the case of a genetically
engineered bovine growth hormone, rBGH, for example,
researchers injected cows with only
one~-forty-seventh the normal dosage before reporting
that hormone residents in milk weré safe.

They heated the milk 120 times longer than
standard to report that pasteurization destroyed the
hormone. They added cows to their study that were
pregnant before treatment to claim that rPG -- rBGH
did not impede fertility. Cows that fell sick were
dropped from the studies altogether.

Monsanto and the other companies have raced
into production following research without
adequately informing the public, without adequate
research, without adequate oversight from government
bodies or the public.

We are particularly vulnerable on this
island, a very small, very vulnerable place, which
has been selected because of its exemplary growing
season and climate for a great deal of research.

We don't know what it is. We don't know

what's going on here. They're not compelled to
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disclose, and they're not about to. That's what
this Resolution begins to =-- to explore.

And I urge the Committee to pass this
Resolution and give the public some control and some’
oversight over what's happening on our island.

Thank you very much.

JOHNSON: Thank you very much, Ralph. Are there any
questions of the testifier? The final testifier
will be Erin Rolfe. And I hope I'm pronouncing your

name correctly.

ROLFE: Yes. Aloha. Thank you, Council Members, for

listening to us today. My name is Erin Rolfe. I
studied agroecology at UC Berkeley, and I just
wanted to express my interest in alternative
agriculture and low cost agriculture methods that
are attainable, reliable, time tested, that are
approachable and useful in third-world countries
where they don't have the same kinds of resources we
do here in the United States.

Here, we have the privilege and opportunity
to voice our opinion and say what we feel about our
choices. I believe in all agriculturally-oriented
peoples being able to have the right to do what they
want.

Here on Maui, we have very special types of
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agriculture only Maul offers in all the islands of
the State of Hawaii. We have strawberries, protea,
onions, we have Kula, and we have the cane and the
sugar and many small organic farmefs that provide
food for the local community.

I believe that it's important for'the local
community to have a say in what they want in their
growing fields, and it's important that we don't get
overrun by corporate interests or any kind of bias.

I'm concerned about the microbial
interactions that we don't know very much about. In
soil microbiology, we know less than 2 percent about
the microbial interactions that occur between soil
microrisal associations in the roots in plants.

Soil is a very unstudied science. It's very
complicated. We don't know what we're doing, and
it's only fair that all information be disclosed and
that we be fair about our choices we make for all
parties involved. Thank you very much for hearing
what we've had to say today. Aloha.

JOHNSON: Thank you, Erin. Any questions of the
testifier? Seeing none, I'll offer one final
opportunity to the public to give testimony. Seeing
no one coming forward, without objection, public

testimony will be closed at this time.
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COUNCIL MEMBERS VOICED NO OBJECTIONS.

CHAIR

CHAIR

.END OF PUBLIC TESTIMDNYf

JOHNSON: Okay. What is the pleésure of the
Committee Members? Do you want a break? All right.
So we will have Committee Members till 3:15. We are
in recess. (Gavel.)

RECESS: 3:07 p.m.
RECONVENE: 3:19 p.m.
JOHNSON : (Gavel.) The Parks and Agriculture
Committee meeting will reconvene. Committee
Members, I thank you very much, and I thank the
members of the public for their testimony.

We have before you the Resolution for
consideration. I -- I wonder if it would be
helpful. Tamara, if you wouldn't mind for the
members of the viewing audience, would you mind just
reading the Resolution so that people know what

we're actually considering?

MS. KOLLER: Thank you, Madame Chair. The title of the

resolution is "Urging the State to Establish
Advisory Boards Regarding Genetically Modified
Organisms".

Whereas the engineering of crops to create
Genetically Modified Organisms, GMOs, is a

relatively new science that has not yet received
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substantial long-term evaluation of its effect --
effects on human health and the natural environment.

And whereas the State of Hawaiil has more
genetic engineering test sites per square mile than
any other state in the nation, according to Hector
Valenzuela, Ph.D., of the University of Hawaii at
Manoa.

And whereas according to many biologists,
genetic engineering may have unforeseen effects on
Hawaii's precious native ecosystems and the
biodiversity of our sensitive island environments,
in part because of potential contamination arising
from the drift of pollen.

And whereas unintended releases into the
environment may be inevitable and irreversible when
open air GMO crops are used for production,
according to a report issued in June, 2003, by
Environment California Research and Policy Center.

And whereas the potential risks and benefits
of each genetically modified crop should be
considered by the community where planting is to
occur.

And whereas the Federal Drug Administration
encourage the formation of community review boards

to monitor GMO impacts.
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Now, therefore, be it resolved by the Council
of the County of Maui, one, that it hereby urges the
State Government to establish advisory boards
regarding Genetically Modified Organisms for each
County.

And two, that it urges each advisory board to
review all potential risks and benefits and
recommend policy initiatives relating to GMO crops.

And three, that it urges each advisory board
to support protection of the local farming industry
from contamination by GMOs.

And four, that it urges each advisory board
to consider whether the County's residents have the
right to know the location and nature of genetically
engineered crops currently being grown within the
County.

And six, that certified copies of this
Resolution be transmitted to the Governor, State of
Hawaii, the Chairperson of the Board of Agriculture,
State of Hawaii, the Director of Health, State of
Hawaii, the Dean and Director of the Cocllege of
Tropical Agriculture and Human Resources, University
of Hawaii at Manoa, the Secretary of Agriculture,
United States Department of Agriculture, the State

of Hawail's Congressional Delegation, Maui County's
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Delegation to the State Legislature, the Maui County
Farm Bureau, the Maui Organic Farmers Association,
the Sierra Club, Maui Group, GMO Free Maui, and the
Mayor, County of Maui.
JOHNSON: Thank you very much, Tamara. Sometimes
it's confusing when we're considering legislation
and members of the public don't have the opportunity
to know what we're considering.

We have with us this afternoon, Members,
Mr. Rob Parsons who is representing the
Administration so I'd like to give him an
opportunity to make some comments on this

legislation or the Resolution that's before us.

MR. PARSONS: Thank you, Madame Chair, Committee Members.

Thanks for your diligence in listening to a lot of
testimony that was brought to you today, as well as
what appears to be a mountain of material in your
binder today.

I have, over the 14 months that I've been
with the County as Executive Assistant to the Mayor
for environmental concerns, I have paid quite a bit
of attention to the GMO concerns and issues. It
hasn't really been one of my key projector issues
because I'm under the guidance of -- of the Mayor,

himself.
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And the Mayor's position has been that
without the jurisdiction of his administration to
really be able to respdnd to scme of these concerns,
we're —— we're left without the ability to really
address some of them directly.

So I did discuss this Resoclution with the
Mayor this morning, and he feels, as I do, that this
is a reasonable step to take so that we have a
better ability to address locally some of these
concerns that are brought up locally.

Earlier, Committee Member Molina asked for
clarification from Mr. Keyser on the Maui County
Farm Bureau's position, and the response was that
USDA has jurisdiction over these matters ultimately
and then our State Department of Agriculture, to a
certain degree, keeps them in the loop.

But here on Maui, we ~-- we lack the ability
to simply collect some of the unbiased information
that I think will -- will, in the long term, be
valuable to making the kinds of decisions that other
communities have made throughout the United States
and actually across the world.

So without getting too much into the debate
over the GMO, itself, I would say that this

Resolution, we -- we have nothing to lose by passing
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this and urging the State to -- to join the concerns
of many residents here.

And I think it's well-crafted, that we review
all the potential risks and the benefits and
recommend policy initiatives. And I thought there
were some valuable suggestions that were presented
earlier about perhaps having as much as 50 percent
lay people on such a board so that it doesn't become
politicized, itself, this advisory body.

I think that there has been the perception,
to a certain degree, that the -- the -- the veil of
secrecy of divulging some of the information
associated with GMO crops has raised suspicions.

And whether those are founded or unfounded, I
think that this Resolution attempts to -- to put
more information in the hands of members of our
community, and I support that, and -- and the Mayor
has indicated his support as well. Thank you,

Madame Chair.

20 CHAIR JOHNSON: Thank you very much. Mr. Kushi, did you

21

have any comment?

22 MR. KUSHI: No comments, Madame Chair.

23 CHAIR JOHNSON: All right, thank you. Councilmember

24

Carroll?

25 VICE-CHAIR CARRQLL: Thank you, Chair. What we have
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before us today is not a referendum or anything else
for or against GMO. What we have before us today,
fellow Council Members, is something to empower our
community and be able -- enable our community, using
community members, to look at the pros and cons of
GMO in Maui County and to make suggestions for

urge —-- to urge the State or the Federal Government
to pass laws and regulations regulating or saying
that everything is fine. GMO is okay.

We have no idea what's going to come out from
this Committee. What we do know is that it will be
our people, it's restoring local control, and it's
giving us a chance to say yea or nay or at least
have some input into our destiny.

I would hope that we don't have any further
conversation on this. I think we should pass it
out. I don't think it's appropriate for us to get
into the dangers or the attributes or anything else
of the GMO process.

I think what we need to do is pass out this
Resolution and hope that the State is responsive and
that we will end up with some of our own people
having the ability to make comment and to research

the GMO process. Thank you.

25 CHAIR JOHNSON: Thank you very much. Any other Council
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Members comments or questions? Okay. Seeing none,
at this point in time, I agree with Councilmember
Carroll, that what we have before us is not a
Committee item where we're going to be able to make
a determination one way or the other as to the
safety of GMOs, but what we do have is the issue,
which I believe Dr. Pang brought up, which is
self-determination, having home rule.

And I'm hoping that this Resolution, in its
present form if there are no modifications added to
it, will be sent on to the people -- actually, first
of all, it will be sent to the full Council for
passage, but I also hope that the Council Members
will take a really good look at the’ability of the
local community, our citizens, to have that right
to -- to choose, whether they do or whether they do
not want these things in their community or if -- if
there's areas in our communities where these
particular crops are to be grown, that the public
has the assurance that they have some kind of voice
and that they are being heard.

And I think that's the least that we can do
so I am inclined to, at this point, not add |
amendments to the Resoclution because we did have

some of the things in here earlier that were made as
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suggestions about the liability and some of these
other, you know, more -- what I would consider to be
while minor changes, they -- they just basically
dealt with certain determinations regarding GMOs.

So I'm inclined to pass the Resolution as it
stands today, and my recommendation to you would be
to move forward with this. So if there's no other
discussion or no offers for any amendments, the
Chair would entertain a motion to pass the
Resolution urging the State to establish advisory
boards regarding Genetically Modified Organisms.

VICE-CHAIR CARROLL: Do you want to file this also?

CHAIR JOHNSON: Yes, that would also include filing.

VICE-CHAIR CARROLL: So moved.

COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: Second. Second.

CHAIR JOHNSON: It was -- it's been moved by Councilmember
Carroll and seconded by Councilmember Tavares. Are
there any other comments? Councilmember Molina?

COUNCILMEMBER MOLINA: Thank you, Madame Chair. I'll be
supporting the Resolution. Can I also make a
request that we get some type of a feedback, I
guess, from the -- you know, should this become a
reality where these advisory boards are created, I
would guess it would come under maybe the purview of

the Department of Agriculture, State Department of
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Agriculture, if we could, I guess, get feedback from

them as to -~ as it relates to this Resoclution as
well?
JOHNSON: It's -- it's also something -- and -- and

I'l1l put this out for the Committee Members to
consider. My thought was to include a copy of the
Committee report along with the Resolution when it's
transmitted.

And in that, we could also state for the
record some of the recommendations that were made by
the testifiers today and also state that -- I
believe Rob and yourself, that there are local
citizens that should be and -- you know, on this
Committee, that it's not to be all, you know,
weilighted in one area or another.

So i1if you wouldn't mind, Councilmember
Molina, I would like to include those comments and
then that way, your comments could also be included
that we would like feedback.

But principally, that if you or any of the
Council Members would like input as to who could be
included, that they would get back to us if this is
going to be taken up by our legislative branch at

the State level.

COUNCILMEMBER MOLINA: That's fine by me, Madame Chair.
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JOHNSON: Thank you very much. Yes, Councilmember

Pontanilla?

COUNCILMEMBER PONTANILLA: Thank you, Chair. The comments

CHAIR

will be all of the -- from all of the meetings that
we had in regards to this particular subject?
JOHNSON: I -- actually, because the Committee --
you know, I -- I don't think we want to kill a lot
of trees because I think it's going to have more
bang for the buck if we just include the Committee
report and then specific items coming from this
meeting.

But I think to transmit the whole text would
be really un -- you know, it would be a little bit

burdensome.

COUNCILMEMBER PONTANILLA: Not the whole text but the_

CHAIR

Committee report, itself.
JOHNSON: Yes, the Committee report will be
included. ©So that's my intention and not to send
the whole entire binder because I think this item,
you know, or at least different resolutions have
come before the State Legislature before.

And I think that if there is any feedback,
perhaps -- you know, whether it's through HSAC or
also one of our -- you know, even our local

legislative package, if there are things that are --
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do concern us or suggestions that we might consider
putting even forward our own legislation, that might
help in the formation of these boards. So that's
also a consideration as well.

COUNCILMEMBER PONTANILLA: Thank you.

CHAIR JOHNSON: Thank you very much. Is there any further
comment on anyone's part? Okay. Seeing none, we
have a motion on the floor with a second to pass
this Resolution on to the full Council, and it
includes filing, but in addition will be -- we will
be sending with this Resoclution a copy of the
Committee report.

So without further ado, all those in favor,
please signify by saying "aye"

VOTE: AYES: Councilmembers Molina, Pontanilla,

Tavares, Vice-Chair Carroll, and
Chair Johnson
NOES: None.
ABSTAIN: None.
EXC.: None.

MOTION CARRIED.

ACTION: Recommending ADOPTION of resolution and
FILING of communication.

CHAIR JOHNSON: And the Chair votes aye. There are no

nays so this passed unanimously out of Committee. I

thank the Committee Members, I thank the Staff, and
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I thank the testifiers, whether for or against. You
know, this is a democratic process so I thank
everyone and Mr. Kushi and also Mr. Parsons. Thank
you for your participation.

Is there anything further that we have,
Tamara, to take care of? Seeing no further

discussion, this meeting is adjourned. (Gavel.)

8  ADJOURNED: 3:35 p.m.
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my ability, a true and correct transcript of the
proceedings had in the foregoing matter.
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the parties hereto, nor in any way concerned with the
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